
Living at Naas Town Hall: Part 1  

By Wayne Byrne, Naas Library  

 

Naas Town Hall has been many things down the years: a cinema, a concert hall, council 

chamber, etc; but what many might not realise is that it was also a home, and it was home to 

several generations of the local Doyle family. The Doyle’s residency at the Town Hall began 

in 1933 when Lou Doyle, a Naas Urban Council employee, was hired as the caretaker of the 

building, upon which time he and his wife Ellen moved into the living quarters of the building. 

While maintaining that position, the Town Engineer expanded Lou’s duties by appointing him 

as Head Fireman, putting him in charge of the county’s burgeoning fire service, though for no 

extra pay!  

 

  

Lou Doyle (left) and with family (right)  

 

Lou was sent to The Curragh for training, but it was eventually decided that a Chief Fire Officer 

be put in place, which was to be John Creed, who would bring all the local urban council fire 

services – based in Naas, Athy, Maynooth, Monasterevin, and Newbridge – under the one 

banner of a single county fire service. Creed was a busy man, not only was he the Chief Fire 

Officer of Kildare but he was also Chief Fire Officer of Carlow and Civil Defence Officer for 

Kildare and Carlow as well. During his time as fireman, Lou’s biggest challenge was met with 

in a battle with the deadly blaze that engulfed Dolan’s Pub on Main Street, Naas, in 1947.  



 

 

Lou and Ellen Doyle  

When Lou moved into the Town Hall it was still active as the local cinema, as it had been since 

1902, and it would be there for another seven years before the luxurious Coliseum was built 

and opened in 1940. It was here in the ground floor Assembly Hall that locals could enjoy some 

of Hollywood’s latest offerings from the silent era, from Mata Hari to The Birth of a Nation to 

short comedies starring Charlie Chaplin and Laurel and Hardy, all screened with live piano 

accompaniment before the talkies came along.  

 

 

 

Advertisement for Charlie Chaplin’s film, A Dog’s Life, to be screened at the Town Hall 

Cinema 

 

Lou’s grandson, Anthony Doyle, recalls that the Town Hall was also the place for dancing and 

musical merriment. “The Town Hall ballroom became particularly popular for dinner dances, 

which took place upstairs in what later became the Council Chamber,” Anthony says, “and 

there was one time when my father was young and couldn’t read where he picked up a record, 

put it on and it turned out to be the English nation anthem, which didn’t go down too well.”  

 



 

Promotional notice for a concert at Naas Town Hall 

 

Anthony continues, remembering the various roles that his former home played in the town, 

both as a cultural and educational hub as well as a venue for local entertainment, also noting 

that the Naas Library move to the Town Hall in 2022 is a homecoming of sorts. “The Town 

Hall was the original Naas Library. There was an adult library upstairs to the right-hand side 

and there was a children’s library downstairs,” Anthony recalls, “and that was there until the 

library moved to Friary Road in 1986, where it was based in the Motor Tax building. After that 

it opened at Harbour View in 1990. But the Town Hall was many things down the years and 

accommodated a lot of local people. From when Lou lived there and from when my own 

parents moved in it was a cinema, concert venue, amateur theatre, and not to mention the site 

for a few films and television shows, including an episode of the RTE television quiz show, 

Quicksilver. The Assembly Hall was where they held the concerts, you had the likes of 

balladeer Percy French, who would serenade the locals with classic Irish songs including “Phil 

the Fluther’s Ball” and “Come Back Paddy Reilly to Ballyjamesduff” and then in later years 

they made a Percy French film there. I can remember all the lorries parked in the yard and out 

on the street; we even got paid to mind them. There were cables everywhere and my father 

helped out on the stage as Percy was singing “Are Ye Right There Michael”. The Wolfe Tones 

played there regularly. A lot of entertainment, business, and trading went on there; you had 

jumble sales and you had Des Kelly who started there selling second-hand furniture before 

switching to carpets and linos; they would be there every Saturday morning loading rolls of 

stuff off the van and they would cut off whatever you wanted. In the 1970s, local jeans 

manufacturer Tony Sheridan opened a jeans factory in the ballroom which lasted until the mid-

1980s. Then when Christmas came around, they did the weighing of the chickens in the back 

of the Town Hall for the Christmas markets. The Credit Union’s first office in Naas was based 

in the second room on the right. There was a faith healer, the Seventh Son of a Seventh Son. 

You had Irish Dancing shows, and there was what they called a “Gaelic Room” where people 

could hang out and speak with others in the native language. There was a pre-school in it at 



one stage, and there also used to be a Workmen’s Club complete with billiard tables. Both the 

Gaelic Room and Workmen’s Club were situated in the room which became the first Council 

Chamber. The Traffic Wardens office was based in the Town Hall because a 1952 fire at the 

Court House meant that their office staff were moved into it. The Town Hall was many things 

for many local people.”  

 

Many thanks to the Doyle family, especially Anthony, Peter, and Mary Ellen Mooney for 

sharing their memories and photographs with us.  

 


